
R&A - Rules of Golf Related Matter  

Until further notice, R&A have released the following provisions as acceptable on a temporary basis  

Forms of Play and Scoring  

It is recommended that non-competition play is used during the initial period of golf being played, 

and that stroke play competitions involving players in different groups are avoided. •  

If competitive stroke play is played, a method of scoring needs to be used that does not require any 

handling or exchanging of scorecards. 

 Committees may choose to allow methods of scoring in stroke play that do not strictly 

comply with Rule 3.3b, or do not comply with the normal methods used under Rule 3.3b. 

For example:  

o Players may enter their own scores on the scorecard (it is not necessary for a 

marker to do it).  

o It is not necessary to have a marker physically certify the player’s hole scores, but 

some form of verbal certification should take place.  

o It is not necessary to physically return a scorecard to the Committee provided the 

Committee can accept the scores in another way.  

As provided in the Rules of Golf, scorecards can be electronic, which could include emailing or 

texting scores to the Committee if acceptable to the committee.  

Bunkers  

If golfers take due care when smoothing bunkers, there should be no need to provide a Local Rule 

for bunkers. But if the Committee feels that the enjoyment of the game is being significantly affected 

by there being no rakes, it may introduce preferred lies in bunkers and provide that a player may 

place a ball in the bunker within one club-length of the original spot and not nearer to the hole than 

that spot.  

Flagstick  

Golfers are always required to leave the flagstick in the hole and not to touch it. It is a matter for 

the Committee to decide whether it establishes this policy by way of a Code of Conduct or Local 

Rule, and whether it provides a penalty under the Code of Conduct or for a breach of the Local 

Rule.  

As a temporary provision, flagsticks can be used for the purpose of player safety which do not meet 

the specifications in Part 8 of the Equipment Rules. 

Hole and Holed  

The hole liner (sometimes referred to as the hole ‘cup’) is to be set in a way that means that all of 

the ball cannot be below the surface of the putting green, so the ball is considered holed if any part 

of it is below the surface of the putting green.  

To minimise the need to lift the ball from the hole, it is recommended that the Committee provides 

that a ball is holed with the next stroke if it is within 12 inches of the hole (which is just over the 

length of a standard putter grip). This does not prevent a player in match play conceding a stroke 

that is outside this length.  

The Committee may decide to have the hole liner sitting above the surface of the green and treat a 

ball as holed if it strikes the liner. 

 


